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Synopsis

This graphic novel version of The Book of Five Rings, the iconic book of confrontation and victory by
the famed seventeenth-century duelist and undefeated samurai Miyamoto Musashi, illuminates this
brilliant manifesto, which has long inspired martial artists and anyone interested in cultivating a
strategic mind. With evocative drawings and a distilled but faithful text adapted by acclaimed manga
writer Sean Michael Wilson, The Book of Five Rings comes alive both as a guide to swordsmanship

and strategy, and as a view into MusashiA¢a -a,¢s world.
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Customer Reviews

A¢a -A“Truly a tribute to the original [classic]. There is a tremendous amount of depth and insight
into this work, an exploration of the five elements of life (the A¢a -Ecefive ringsA¢a -4,¢ of the title)
that represent the cosmic Buddha. Readers get complex but eminently readable explorations of
each ring and are led to see them all together as an overriding philosophy that enriches and
broadens the life of any reader.A¢a -A-A¢a —a «Jason Sacks, Comics Bulletin A A A¢a -A“This
graphic adaptation of MusashiA¢a -4,¢s seventeenth-century treatise on the martial arts makes
careful, effective use of imagery to emphasize both the narrative and instructional aspects of the
original text. . . . MusashiA¢a -a,¢s lessons, in their focus on preparation and mindfulness, can
easily be applied to most areas of life. KutsuwadaA¢a -4,¢s art is delicate and clean, balancing the
physiological dynamics of swordplay with a clear-eyed appreciation of MusashiA¢a -4,¢s natural

environment. An engaging, thoughtful update of what could be esoteric.A¢a —A*A¢a -4 *Publishers



Weekly

Sean Michael Wilson is a comic book writer who lives in Japan. He has had more than a dozen
books published by a variety of US, UK, and Japanese publishers, and he often works with

Japanese and Chinese artists on manga-style books, such as Hagakure and Yakuza Moon.

"Hands down the best translation of this classic warrior's manual!" This is an excellent tome that
covers almost every conceivable facet of conflict, combat, or strategy you can imagine;
edged-weapon or otherwise. "A grimoire for the discerning warrior." BUY ITIIHIGHLY ... HIGHLY ...
HIGHLY ... RECOMMEND

A lot of great quotes and insights. A short read, but definitely one you can read over and over again,

and continue to pick up new things.

Excellent short read, a guide more of spirit than body. A warrior’'s perspective on the way of

strategy. Very enjoyable.

Great book. | don’t know how the original was written, but this one definitely doesn’t have any kind
of "success" or "business" spin on it. It's written very much from the perspective of a warrior for a
warrior. And then from there it's up to you to interpret it however you like. It's a short read but | still
have finished the last book. All | can say it that it has far deeper meaning than just a guy with a

sword.

worth spending a few extra $$ for this version. weird shape of pages, almost square, but ok

Wilson (translator) is not only a good translator, he is sufficiently immersed in the cultures of the
ancient East to understand what he is translating and make it fully comprehensible to the Western
reader. His introductions and footnotes alone are worth the price of the book. If you are looking for a
definitive translation, look no further.

Lovely book. | was told by a friend to purchase it!!! I'm glad | did!!!

This is an excellent book. If you are an Asian Studies major or intrigued by Eastern Culture,



definitely buy this book. This is a two in one book. The first half is The book of Five Rings, and the
other half is the Art of War. Musashi provides his extraordinary concept of philosophy integrated
with spiritualism and martial arts. Many people have this concept that "only" martial artist can apply
the knowledge given by Musashi, which is not true. In the contrary. Musashi explains in his writings
that anyone can apply his philosophy to their daily lives. This is not just great literature, but also a
guide to live a healthier life. | am a firm believer that everyone should purchase and read this book.
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